Outbreak of bloodstream infections associated with dialysis machine waste ports in a hemodialysis facility.
Eight cases of gram-negative bloodstream infection without a clinically evident source occurred at a hemodialysis unit in Jerusalem between February and September 1997. All infections could be traced to three of the 13 dialysis machines in use. Epidemiological investigation, including pulsed-field gel electrophoretic characterization of organisms isolated from the patients and dialysis machines, implicated the Waste Handling Option system of the machines as the source of the infections. Discontinuation of the Waste Handling Option system use was associated with prompt cessation of the outbreak.